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Book your place today
The first Regional Network Meeting is set to kick off at
Fanshaws, Hertfordshire, on Thursday 26th February –
have you booked your place?

Each meeting will include an update on the IMI, guidance on
certification, online system changes, as well as important
qualification updates. The meetings will also include a Q&A session
for anyone who may want to know more about the IMI and the
services we have available.

The first three dates are:

Thursday 26 February    IMI Awards, Fanshaws, Brickendon,
Hertfordshire SG13 8PQ
Wednesday 4th March   Northern Regional College, Farm
Lodge, Ballymena, Northern Ireland BT43 7DJ
Thursday 5th March   College Development Network Argyll
Court, Castle Business Park, Stirling, Scotland FK9 4TY

To find out when your local meeting is taking place, please click here.

Book now

We want to hear from you
Don’t miss your chance to have your say – the survey is
open until 23rd February 2015.

All centre coordinators should now have received an email inviting you
to participate in our annual survey – an opportunity for you to let us
know your thoughts and receive a free LED keyring torch.

This survey is vital to the development of IMI Awards and future
qualifications, as well as ensuring we maintain the highest standards.
We do ask that it is completed by the centre coordinator only.
If you are a centre coordinator but have not received the survey, then
please let us know by clicking here.

Take the survey now

http://app.littlegreenplane.com/pdf/$PREVIEWLINK$
http://www.imiawards.org.uk/centres/noticeboard/archive/article/11/Quality-Assured-Programme-notice
http://www.imiawards.org.uk/Portals/0/Documents/Events/Booking%20Form%20Network%20Meetings%202015.doc
mailto:rachaelh@theimi.org.uk?subject=I%20didn%E2%80%99t%20receive%20the%20survey
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7BKDL57


Centre Fees update
Further to the notification in January about changes to centre fees
and charges, and in response to feedback from our centres, there
have been some additional updates made including:

Re-sits for IMI and IMI Awards online tests - 1st re-test will
now be free of charge.  Each subsequent re-test will be
charged at £5 per test
Paper based practice tests will be made available for some
high volume routes, free of charge, from 1st April (with others
to follow)
irtec and EQA visit fees have been updated

The updated fees and charges for 2015/16 will come into effect on 1st
April 2015.  To view these changes, please click the button below.

Centre fees

Accreditation Certificates – Timing update
Further to recent communications about changes to the ATA and AMA brands phasing out to IMI
Accreditation, we are writing to provide additional information on the transition process.

A new certificate design has been created for IMI Accreditation and will be phased across all
accreditation routes between February and April 2015. From 16th February IMI Accreditation Sales and
Customer Service achievers will receive the new style certificates.  All other routes will transition across
to the new certificates on 1st April 2015.

In addition to the new design of certificate, the photo ID cards will also be updated to reflect the new
branding.  The new cards will be issued from 1st April 2015 when all IMI Accreditation routes have
transitioned to the new certificate style.

We would like to note that any achievers who hold a current accreditation on an existing ATA or AMA
route are still valid until the expiry date started on their certificate/card.

The IMI has sent out a notification to industry and have been in discussions with industry bodies, such
as BSI and DVSA, to ensure a smooth transition and acceptance of the new branding.

A new website for accreditation is being developed and will be launched in April 2015. The website will
cover all routes and have specific solutions for technical, management and customer-facing
accreditations.

The changes to IMI Accreditation are expected to have minimal impact on the day-to-day operations of
you as a centre.  We thank you for your continued support and look forward to a great year ahead.

IMI takes the lead on Sales
Accreditation

The IMI has launched a new accreditation for automotive
sales personnel.

IMI Sales Accreditation will act as the professional standard for
vehicle sales, sitting alongside IMI’s existing Customer Service
Accreditation as the IMI leads a new drive to improve public
perceptions of the industry.

IMI CEO Steve Nash said, “The role of the automotive sales
professional in today’s business has never been more challenging,
with product, variant and option proliferation as well as ever tighter
regulation of Finance, so an accreditation route which addresses
professional standards in this area is an important and logical step to
take. We are certain this is the right course of action to raise
standards in the sales arena and ensure good operators are rewarded
and placed at the forefront of the industry. 

If you would like to know more about offering the new IMI Sales
Accreditation, please contact your EQA.

Full story

Support Levels on 24 March 2015

http://www.imiawards.org.uk/Centres/Fees-and-Charges
http://www.theimi.org.uk/news/imi-takes-lead-sales-accreditation


On Tuesday 24 March 2015, the IMI Group will be offsite at a group-wide
company training day.  There will be minimal levels of support available on this
date, however if you have an urgent enquiry on the day please email
awardingenquiries@imiawards.org.uk or call 01992 511521.

Level 1 Vehicle Maintenance
Review Group: Have your say on

the redevelopment of this
qualification

The Awarding Product Development Team have begun a
review of the Level 1 Vehicle Maintenance qualification
(Award, Certificate and Diploma) and would like your input.

The qualification includes the following units:

  Paint
  Body
  Light vehicle
  Heavy vehicle
  Motorcycle.

Your feedback will make a positive contribution to the redevelopment of
this qualification, so we want to hear from you. This input could be
anything from reviewing and feeding back electronically, to attending
review group meetings.

If you would like to get involved please contact Robert Lewis.

View the website

Taking the wheel on driverless
technology

The IMI is urging automotive businesses to focus training
efforts on technologies related to autonomous driving, as
government reveals plans to update road rules to allow
for driverless cars on UK road.

The IMI is concerned that, whilst the government is pushing ahead with
making driverless cars a reality, the service and repair sector does not
yet have the skills and infrastructure in place to deal with the new
technology. IMI CEO Steve Nash is calling on businesses to take
steps to address this sooner rather than later:

“The review is a statement of intent by the government, who are forging
ahead with bringing driverless cars to UK roads in 2015. Burying your
head in the sand will not work if you wish to continue operating
effectively in the modern service and repair industry. Businesses must
begin investing in training on the latest vehicle technologies in order to
meet future demands.”

Full story

VQ Day 2015 - Celebrating Vocational Achievement -
Northern Ireland

VQ Day is a UK-wide celebration of the achievement of the millions of people who
gain a vocational qualification every year, and highlights the many paths to success
taken by learners of all ages.

The highlight of VQ Day 2015 in Northern Ireland will be an awards ceremony held in the Great Hall at
Parliament Buildings, Stormont on the evening of Wednesday 10 June which will be hosted by TV
presenter, Tina Campbell.

Ten learners will have their outstanding achievements recognised at the awards ceremony with the
winner receiving the Northern Ireland VQ Learner of the Year trophy and an iPad Air.

The closing date for nominations for both awards is Friday 1 May 2015. Further details, including
guidance notes and nomination forms for both awards, are available here.

mailto:awardingenquiries@imiawards.org.uk
mailto:robl@theimi.org.uk?subject=L1%20Vehicle%20Maintenance%20Review%20Group
http://www.imiawards.org.uk
http://www.theimi.org.uk/news/imi-urges-automotive-businesses-take-wheel-driverless-technology
http://www.delni.gov.uk/vqday


VQ Day website
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